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Collaborative family law

Collaborative law is a process designhed to help couples separate or divorce
and resolve childcare and financial issues without acrimonious court
proceedings.

Hill Dickinson’s family team offers collaborative law as an option for
divorcing and cohabiting couples and for the preparation of pre-marriage
or cohabitation agreements.

Collaborative law enables you to:

Have the support and guidance of a collaborative
trained family lawyer in face to face meetings with
your former partner

Set your own agenda to reach creative solutions
based upon your family’s needs rather than having
a court solution imposed upon you

Keep a line of communication open - this is
important where there are ongoing issues

to resolve such as changes to childcare
arrangements, reviews of child support or
spousal maintenance, or changes to the terms of
cohabitation or pre-marriage agreements

Instruct family consultants and financial
professionals (e.g. forensic accountants or
actuaries) on a joint basis with your former
partner with a view to helping you both reach an
agreement

Collaborative law is suitable for:

« Parents who want to continue to co-parent their
children

* Couples who wish to amicably discuss the terms of
cohabitation and pre-marriage agreements

* Couples who own businesses or work together and
wish to continue to do so, notwithstanding their
relationship breakdown

* Where the family want to achieve a solution that
meets their needs as a whole, for example, looking
at the needs of adult children

As members of Resolution, the national organisation of
family lawyers, and through recognition in the Chambers

Guide to the legal profession and Legal 500, Hill Dickinson
is at the forefront of best practice in wealth management

and family law.
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Hill Dickinson’s family law team protects and safeguards clients
through pragmatic, commercially driven advice on the full range
of family law, tailoring legal expertise and practical knowledge to
individuals’ circumstances.

Matters to consider

» Collaborative law is not the right option for all seperating
couples. The family team advises on the best option
catering for individual circumstances to help make a
decision on whether collaborative law or the traditional
court process is the best option.

* All negotiations are carried out in face to face meetings
(called “4-ways”) with clients and lawyers working
together.

* You cannot go to court apart from asking the court
to deal with the agreed divorce proceedings and to
approve agreed court orders. If you cannot reach an
agreement and have to ask the court to intervene then
both parties have to instruct different lawyers.

* You and your partner have to disclose all relevant
financial and other information in the collaborative
process (as is required in the court process). If this does
not occur, any agreement reached could be open to
challenge.
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Paula Milburn deals primarily with matrimonial
finance and is adept at both traditional and
collaborative law. She is “calm, cool and
collected - she makes clients feel like they

are her top priority”.
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