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Lasting powers of attorney

A power of attorney is a document authorising an individual to deal with
financial affairs and other matters on behalf of someone else.

Hill Dickinson’s wealth management team is experienced in advising on
all aspects of lasting powers of attorney, and assessing whether they are
appropriate in any given circumstances to ensure your needs are met.

Making lasting powers of If you do not have a
attorney allows you to: power of attorney:
* Appoint trusted family or friends to administer « A court of protection appointed deputy will be
your affairs if you become unable to do so needed to administer your affairs and make medical
« Avoid legal disputes over who has authority to act and healthcare decisions for you
for you * Your family will not have any guidance about how
- Express your wishes about the ongoing you would wish your affairs to be administered or
administration of your affairs, healthcare and who you would wish to act for you
medical decisions * The lack of guidance can cause disputes and
» Provide advance directions in respect of life possible legal action
sustaining treatment and give your attorneys » Disputes over who can act for you can be lengthy,
authority to make decisions about such treatment bitter and expensive

As members of the Society of Trust and Estate Practitioners
(STEP) we are at the forefront of legal developments and best
practice in wealth management. Our team also includes members
of the Chartered Institute of Taxation, the Probate Section of the
Law Society, Solicitors for the Elderly and Resolution.
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Hill Dickinson’s wealth management team specialises in safeguarding
and enhancing clients’ wealth. Our aim is simple: to deliver a service
that allows our clients to protect, develop and ultimately pass on

their wealth with complete peace of mind.

Things you should know

« Completing a power of attorney does not mean that anyone
will immediately take over your affairs.

* Your attorneys can use their authority to act for you while you
are still perfectly healthy should you wish. For example, if you
travel extensively and need decisions making while you
are abroad.

* You should not put off completing a power of attorney
because you do not think you need one yet. It is far better to
have a power of attorney in place in advance rather than try to
complete one when you are already having difficulty
making decisions.

* Powers of attorney allow your attorneys to make positive
decisions about your healthcare, whereas ‘living wills’ merely
indicate types of treatment and procedures you do not want.

* Making a power of attorney does not automatically revoke
any earlier powers you may have made. If you have previously
made a power of attorney then you should consider whether
or not to revoke it when making a later power.

« Attorneys are not usually paid for any work which they do for
you but you may include powers for them to charge if you
wish. Any such charges would be paid from your assets.

Hill Dickinson is ranked in the Legal 500 and
Chambers & Partners independent guides to the
UK legal profession for private client services, and
team members are invited by Camelot to provide
aavisory services to lottery winners.
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